
News from the September and October garden meetings: In September, the Garden Committee 
agreed on a draft budget for the 2011 season.  This budget included revenue from the $7-per-plot 
fee increase that was recently approved by the Committee and (by virtue of a lack of opposition) 
by gardeners at large.  At the October meeting we approved a final budget for 2011.  This budget 
allocates much more money to paying our employees, some of whom have been putting in 
hundreds of volunteer hours.  It should also include money for much-needed tools.  We also 
discussed a draft of the plot application for 2011 -- the final draft should be available on the 
gardens' web site in about mid-December. 
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, why not show your appreciation for the insects that help our crops 
grow by working them into your 2011 garden plan? While many insects are seen as pests, bees 
(especially the smaller, furry, orange-tan honey bees) are of vital importance to the garden 
ecosystem. They pollinate the foods we eat, and humans can not live without them.  
 
Some of you may have heard about colony collapse disorder in various news articles and 
podcasts. It is the sad disappearance of vast numbers of honey bees in recent years. Some 
attribute the problem to excessive use of pesticides, others to monoculture farming, and recently 
to a fungus/virus combination - but no one knows for sure what is causing the drop in the world’s 
bee population. Though the issue may seem insurmountable, there are things that we as gardeners 
can do to protect the bees right here in our community. 
 
Two main things come to mind. The first is that if you rent new garden space for 2011, do not 
tear up all the existing perennial plants that may already be growing in your plot! Signing up to 
have your plot completely rototilled can destroy wonderful plants that call your plot home. An 
easy way to avoid this is to do a walk-through of your plot in mid-to-late April, when you find out 
which number you’ve been assigned and before you sign up to receive a visit from the rototiller.  
 
For added help, consider asking any other community gardener you see to walk through with you 
to assist in identifying what may already be growing. When going through the plot solo, tug at the 
base of anything that looks like it may have been alive in 2009. If it comes out of the ground 
easily, it is most likely an annual plant or a weed and can be discarded. However, if you pull and 
the plant stays firmly put, it has an established root system and is most likely a perennial. 
Sometimes, you can also break off a small branch of the plant and give it a smell to determine 
what it is. Many herbs can be identified this way. My recommendation is to rope off any 
established plants (confirm that they are not weeds) and leave them where they are for the 2011 
growing season. See what they are in full bloom and which insects gravitate toward them. Some 
perennials also serve as companion plants, which are beneficial in keeping pests off of your more 
prized fruits and vegetables.     
 
Second, returning gardeners who are thinking about remodeling their plots in the coming year 
should keep bee-friendly plants in mind. For example, I have a huge oregano plant in my plot that 
my husband and I barely use. Despite this, I prune it, water it, and leave it where it is in the plot. 
Why? Because the honey bees love it. It is by far their favorite plant in my plot and they flock to 
it like – well, like bees to honey. If you have a bee-magnet plant in your plot that you don’t use 
much and that you don’t particularly enjoy looking at, consider keeping it instead of ripping it 
out. The bees (and efficient pollination of other things in your garden) will thank you. If you 
notice a shortage of bees in your plot, think about putting in a few bee-friendly plants like beans, 
berries, carrots, parsnips, sage, rosemary, chives, thyme, and oregano.   
 
In closing, here are a few more tips to make your plot a bee-friendly environment. Bees need 
access to water, so think about leaving a dish of water somewhere in your plot if it’s not next to a 



water spout. Bees also enjoy burrowing in the dirt occasionally, so leave at least one small patch 
of your plot mulch-free or place a small pile of sand somewhere in your plot. Lastly, if you ever 
encounter a cluster of honey bees (what looks like a small ball of bees all clinging to each other) 
hanging from a fence post or other structure, contact a local apiary (bee farm) such as Gentle 
Breeze (608-832-4876, ewoller@tds.net) or Pure Sweet (608-845-9601) or the UW Lakeshore 
Preserve (lakeshorepreserve@fpm.wisc.edu), which houses a honeybee sanctuary. 


